
 

  
 

 
Call for Expressions of Interest - Commission for Dual Purpose  

 
Platform, Easterhouse; Blairtummock Housing Association and Sculpture Placement Group 
(SPG) are inviting expressions of interest for our new partnership research project 
Commission for Dual Purpose. The three organisations have formed a partnership to explore 
a new area of research being led by SPG as part of its ongoing action research practice.  
 
For this project the partners would like to invite artists to consider two contrasting sites and 
audiences for the creation of a work or exhibition. From conception, the work produced must 
have a short term location and audience in mind - a 6 week exhibition at Platform, 
Easterhouse; as well as a subsequent permanent location for the same work, in the back court 
of Blairtummock Housing Association housing.  
 
This project continues SPG’s ongoing research into extending the lifespan of sculptures, 
locating them within non-art contexts and increasing access for those less likely to encounter 
contemporary art. Commission for Dual Purpose intervenes at a much earlier stage than 
previous projects we have delivered, asking artists to consider these two locations before the 
artwork is conceived and produced. Working with Blairtummock Housing Association and 
Platform fulfils a long-term ambition for SPG, in building partnerships and embedding legacy 
for future audiences at the point of commissioning a work. 
 
This approach will allow SPG to gather research on the challenges and opportunities afforded 
to artists in working this way, namely the practicalities, financial and material implications of 
working in this way. Following the project’s completion SPG will develop a case study which 
will be disseminated and shared within the sector for consideration and possible replication 
by others in the future.  
 
About the Partners:  
 
SPG are a Community Interest Company based in Glasgow. They undertake action research 
to prolong the lifespan of sculptures, to reduce the visual arts sector’s impact on the 
environment, to improve the financial situation for artists and to extend access to sculpture 
to many more people.  
 
Platform is the independent arts centre at the heart of The Bridge, an award-winning 
cultural and leisure complex in Easterhouse. Platform delivers a year-round, multi-artform 
programme of gigs, theatre, exhibitions, screenings, performance, workshops, events and 
participation. We work with a range of local and national partners to bring together artists 
and communities in Glasgow North East. 
 
Blairtummock Housing Association celebrated its 30th Anniversary in 2020.  The 
Association operates in the Rogerfield and Blairtummock neighbourhoods of Easterhouse, 
providing around 750 social homes for rent and shared ownership, and factoring around 50 



 

private properties.  It is a community-controlled housing association with a Governing Body 
made up entirely of local people who wish to ensure the prosperity of their community.  The 
organisation has long understood that for the community to thrive we need to do more 
than the bricks and mortar work of physical regeneration.  Community Regeneration is 
aimed at tackling the deprivation and poverty that persists to secure better outcomes for all 
those living in our homes. 
 
The Commission:  
The successful applicant will create a work(s) that consider both audiences and locations 
from the outset. Work(s) created will be put on short-term exhibition at Platform, 
Easterhouse. Following this it will be installed within developments to the back court and 
communal areas of a residential site managed by Blairtummock Housing Association, 
Easterhouse. The artist will be required to research and consider both locations, audiences 
and the duration of exhibition for each site (6 weeks Platform, minimum 10 years 
Blairtummock).  
 
Budget: 
Artist fee £2500 
Production £4000 (minimum amount available, installation costs to be covered over and 
above this) 
Engagement £1000 
 
Timescales:  
Expression of Interest: to be submitted by 30th Jan 2022 
Shortlisted artists invited for interview early March 2022 
Exhibition at Platform: Autumn 2022  
Installation at Blairtummock: Late 2022 
 
Selection Panel:  
All Expressions of Interest will be reviewed by representatives of SPG, Platform and 
Blairtummock Housing Association and a community representative yet to be appointed.  
 
How to Apply:  
Artists interested in this project should apply by submitting an Expression of Interest no 
longer than 500 words outlining your practice and interest in the opportunity. Please also 
append 5-10 images of any previous work that you think will be of interest to the selection 
panel. Please note that we welcome applications from artist with no prior experience of 
creating work for the public realm and support will be given in ensuring that the work will 
be suitable for the final location.  
 
Please send you expression of interest to Michelle Emery-Barker 
michelle@sculptureplacementgroup.org.uk no later than 30th January 2022.  
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